
 

 

As your child’s photo may be used 

in the Pre-school newsletter.  

Please see a staff member if you 

do not want your child’s photo to 

be published.   

Welcome to Preschool for 

2018.  We look forward to 

getting to know our new 

families and children, as we 

share this special time and 

learning journey.  To assist 

with getting to know the 

Preschool Staff a short pro-

file of various staff members 

will appear in the newslet-

ters throughout this term.  

A Special Welcome to our 

newest staff member Corey 

who commenced working 

with us last week.  He will 

backfill Sandra on her non-

teaching days of Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

 

 

 

Welcome to Pre-School 2018 

Term 1, 2018 
During Term 1 we plan to 

focus our learning on 

“getting to know each other, 

our families and our envi-

ronment”.  This will particu-

larly support BELONGING, 

BEING and BECOMING : 

The Early Years Framework 

for Australia (ELYF).  Out-

come 1: Children have a 

strong sense of Identity—

Children feel safe, secure and 

supported.  Children develop 

their emerging autonomy, inter-

dependence, resilience and 

sense of agency.  Children 

develop knowledgeable and 

confident self-identities.  Chil-

dren learn to interact in rela-

tion to others with care, empa-

thy and respect.  Learning 

experiences will be chosen 

as a reflection of our obser-

vations of individual chil-

dren’s needs and interests, 

feedback and suggestions 

from children and families, 

and to support our planned 

intentional teaching.  Our 

program allows for sponta-

neity and flexibility and val-

ues both the indoor and 

outdoor learning environ-

ments. 

We plan to discuss our fami-

lies and our interests, as 

children feel more comforta-

ble and confident when talk-

ing about topics they are 

familiar with, and this will 

help us get to know each 

other...we look forward to 

sharing our ‘homework’ 

family pages to support this.  

We value and celebrate our 

cultural diversity at Mawson 

Lakes and will focus on Chi-

nese and Vietnamese New 

Year celebrations and cus-

toms, and during the term 

will celebrate Harmony Day.  

Establishing routines and 

expectations and supporting 

social skills and confidence 

will be a major focus initially, 

and we will utilise ideas and 

resources from the ‘You 

Can Do It!’ Program to sup-

port this learning.  Connie 

Confidence, Pete Persistence, 

Ricky Resilience, Gaby Get-

Along and Oscar Organisation 

are puppets that are used at 

group times and incidentally 

to assist with learning im-

portant skills and strategies.  

George and Sunny will visit 

early in the term to help us 

remember to be safe in the 

sun, and late in the term 

Hector Inspector will visit to 

remind us about healthy 

foods. 

Belonging, being and be-

coming are integral parts 

of identity…   When chil-

dren feel safe, secure and 

supported they grow in 

confidence to explore 

and learn… (ELYF p.20)  

 

Newsletter Term 1 No. 1 
Important Dates: 

February 

 12/2/18—Monday—George 

and Sunny 

 13/2/18—Tuesday— Shrove 

Tuesday & AGM 

March 

 9/3/18—Friday Welcome 

Night 

 12/3/18—Monday Adelaide 

Cup Public Holiday 

 21/3/18—Wednesday Har-

mony Day Morning Tea 

 30/3/18—Friday Good Friday 

April 

 2/4/18—Monday Easter Mon-

day 

 3/4/18—Tuesday—Hector 

Inspector 

 4/4/18—Wednesday—Green 

Group Obstacle-athon 

 5/4/18—Thursday—Hector 

Inspector 

 11/4/18—Wednesday—
Purple Group Obstacle-

athon 

 13/4/18—Friday—last day of 

term (2pm finish) 
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To encourage children to try 

different fruits and vegetables 

the Pre-school will be having a 

shared fruit day.  Please en-

sure that you bring a fruit or 

vegetable to share on the 

following dates: 

Tuesday 20th February—

Purple Group 

 

Friday 16th February—Green 

Group 

 

 

A big thankyou to all families 

for assisting your child/ren to 

complete the beautiful posters 

about your child and family.  

They all look wonderful and 

are on display in the pre-

school. 

Shared Fruit 

Family Posters 

Pre-school Welcome Night—Friday 9th March  
The Pre-School Welcome 

Night will be held on Friday 

9th March commencing at 

5.30pm. 

We would like all attendees 

to please bring a plate of 

food to share. 

Page 2 
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No. 1  

Hat Reminder 
Please remember to put a hat in 

your child’s bag for Preschool.  

The weather and UV rating has 

been very high and we have a no 

hat no  outside play policy. 

Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum (KS:CPC) 

The DECD Child protection 

in schools, early childhood 

education and care services 

policy (2015) states that ‘all 

children and young people in 

DECD preschools and schools 

will access the approved child 

protection curriculum’. 

The KS:CPC teaches children 

and young people to recog-

nise abuse, tell a trusted adult, 

understand what is appropri-

ate and inappropriate touching 

and ways of keeping them-

selves safe. 

Themes 

The curriculum is based on 

two main themes which are 

presented through topics and 

activities. 

 

Theme 1: We all have the 

right to be safe 

 

Theme 2: We can help our-

selves to be safe by talking to 

people we trust 

Focus Areas 

The two themes are explored 

through four Focus Areas, 

which are examined in ac-

cordance with the age of the 

learners. 

 

1. The Right to be safe 

2. Relationships 

3. Recognising and reporting 

abuse 

4. Protective strategies 



Meet your teachers … 
At our preschool there are lots of teachers who make up our staff team. In our first newsletter we would 
like to introduce you to … 

  Margie Standen – Teacher 

I have worked at Mawson Lakes Preschool since it began as a very little Preschool, and have 
enjoyed watching it grow and getting to know many children and families in the community.   I 
feel very fortunate to be working in such a great diverse centre. Prior to this I have also 
enjoyed working in country and city locations in South Australia.   
I am lucky to be Mum to my son Harry, and live near the beach with my family and cheeky 
little dog called Milo who I like taking for walks.  I look forward to getting to know you all this 

year. 

  Paula Mattner – Early Childhood worker 

Hello, my name is Paula Mattner. I am married with two children. I have a Diploma of Social 
Science (Child Care) and a Graduate Diploma in Special Education from the University of  
Melbourne. 
I have worked at Mawson Lakes Preschool for the last 8 years as a contract employee. My 
roles have included preschool support, targeted small groups in Language and Literacy and 
fine/gross motor skills, lunch care and  playgroup coordinator. Late last year I gained perma-
nency and am now fulltime ECW at Mawson Lakes Preschool.   
I am looking forward to getting to working with your children during the year. 

  

Sue Cummings - Teacher 

I have been a teacher for over thirty years and have worked in Junior Primary Schools and 
Preschools over that time. I have been working at Mawson Lakes Preschool for around four 
years now as a contract and relief teacher.  
I enjoy working with this strong, professional team who work hard to cater for the needs of 
the children in their care and the community the centre serves. When I am not working I 
love gardening or walking my dog, Daisy. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Su Hwang –Lunch Care & relief ECW 

My name is Su Hwang. I’m married and live with my husband and two daughters.  I have been 
working at Mawson Lakes Preschool as an ECW since 2013. I’m responsible for lunch care, and 
relief support for other staff. I enjoy Zumba and Pump. I also play piano and take lessons 
regularly. 

  Qing Yu Ou -  Bilingual Assistant 
  

Hi, my name is Qing. I am from China and have been living in Australia for more than 14 years. 
Working with children has always been my passion. I have worked in different kindergartens 
and preschools as a bilingual assistant and ECW since completing my study at TAFE. I specialise 
in language support and can speak fluently in multiple languages including Mandarin, Cantonese 
and English. I am passionate about building trustful, respectful relationships with children and 
creating a safe, play-based environment for children.  
My goal is to provide support to children with diverse cultural backgrounds to adapt to the 
Australian educational curriculum. I look forward to working with you and your children. 


