
 

 

 
Newsletter Term 2 No. 2 
Dates to remember: 
Photo Day: Purple Group Tuesday 22nd  May  
Photo Day: Green Group Friday 25th  May 
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday: Monday 11th  June. 
Preschool Closure Day Term 2: Tuesday 12th June  
Road Safety School Excursion: Purple Group 
Tuesday 26th June 
Road Safety School Excursion: Green Group 
Thursday 28th June  
 
Curriculum News …  
Our term has certainly had a busy start with the 
children engaging in a variety of learning topics. Of 
special interest has been our focus on nature … we 
have been observing the lifecycles of tadpoles to 
frogs and we are watching and waiting patiently for 
our Monarch butterflies to emerge from their 
chrysalises. Some of the children in the Purple Group 
were able to watch as one of the Wanderer 
caterpillars began the metamorphosis of turning into 
a butterfly by transforming from caterpillar to pupa 
to chrysalis.  The children also really enjoyed our 
chicken visitors and some were fortunate to see the 
chicks hatch. As always, the highlight was being able 

to hold a tiny baby chick.   
Late last term Sue and the 
children set up our wormery 
and worm towers and the 
children are looking forward 
to choosing a range of 
plants to plant out our 
garden beds this term.  
Please remember to pack a 
change of clothes as the 
children are actively 
engaging in learning 
experiences in the outdoor 
environment … and this can 

get messy!  We would also ask that children bring 
their gum boots to preschool if they want to play in 
our digging patch … it does get very muddy and we 
use real tools including steel spades and gum boots 
give feet the best protection.  
In keeping with our environmental theme, we have 
also introduced the topic of recycling. While it has 
always been part of our centre curriculum, the staff 
team decided a more focused approach was needed.  
The centre purchased a number of coloured 
recycling bins and at the beginning of the term we 
discussed with the children what recycling is and how 
we can recycle at preschool.  The children have 
readily engaged in recycling and been fantastic at 
using the correct bins.  As mentioned in our last kindy  
 

 
 
 
 

update we would like to donate the funds we collect 
from our recycled bottles and cans to local charities.  
If your family has a favourite charity, please let us 
know so we can lend our support. Our first donation 
will go to The Rotary Club of Mawson Lakes who 
have been so generous in their support of our 
preschool. 

Within our small groups 
our focus continues on 
building and consolidating 
the children’s numeracy 
skills using the 4 Top 5.  
This term we are also 
looking at building 
appropriate group 

participation skills of listening, waiting for a turn, 
asking and answering questions through a range of 
stories, songs and games which allow the children to 
practice each skill.  
We will continue with teaching the children about 
safe ways to play and interact at preschool, and will 
also be venturing out for walks in the local 
community in preparation for our excursion to the 
Road Safety School later this term. Under this theme 
we will also incorporate 
aspects of the Child 
Protection curriculum. 
Our Purple Group 
finally got to participate 
in their Obstacle-athon 
on Wednesday. Thank 
you to everyone who 
came and supported the 
children on the day. 
 
Group Time… 
Just a reminder that our group time begins at 9am. 
During this time we discuss what the daily events and 
activities are available. It is also the time we split into 
our small learning groups. This is core learning time, 
so we ask if you could please have your children at 
preschool by 9am to ensure they do not miss out on 
this important learning time. 
 
Take Home Bears… 
Over the next few weeks 
we will be introducing our 
Take Home Bears to the 
children.  The take home 
bears are a way of the 
children sharing what they 
have been learning at 
preschool with you, and also a way of sharing what 
is special about each child with their friends at 
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preschool. Each take home bear has its own bag 
which contains all the things needed for a night away, 
including some math games to play and books to read. 
It also has a book for you and your child to record 
the bear’s special adventures at your house. Each 
child will have the opportunity to take home a bear. 
 
Sun protection …  
At our last Governing Council meeting we reviewed 
our SunSmart/Hot Weather Policy and a number of 
changes were suggested.  We are also in 
consultation with the Cancer Council of SA in order 
to meet the criteria for becoming a SunSmart Centre. 
While our new policy should be ratified soon our 
current policy states that children do need to wear a 
hat when playing outside, however during the 
cooler weather children can wear a beanie when 
playing outside.  
 
Children’s sign in sheets …  
Within our learning program we place a strong 
emphasis on literacy learning … each day children 
are involved in small groups which focus on 
phonological awareness and we have many learning 
experiences which encourage children to develop 
their early literacy skills.  To promote and develop 
children’s beginning reading and writing skills we have 
introduced ‘sign in’ sheets for the children.  So, each 
day we would ask that you encourage your child to 
sign into preschool.  You will find the sheets on the 
tables on the verandah. It doesn’t matter if your child 
can’t write their name … the act of signing in and 
writing a signature shows children there is a purpose 
for reading and writing and is an important way of 
communicating with others.  
 
Kindy photos… 

Photoplay Studios will be at preschool 
on Tuesday 22nd May (Purple Group) 

and Friday 25th May (Green Group) to 
take photos of the children.  This is a pre-

paid service, so if you would like to have your child 
photographed please see the flyer in your child’s 
information pocket and make the appropriate 
payment before the day. We will not be able to take 
orders and money on photo day.  If you are not 
purchasing a package please complete the photo 
consent that was emailed to you last week as an 
attachment to the kindy update as we want all 
children to be included in the whole group photo. If 
you do not want your child to be included in this 
photo please see Sandra. 
 
First term summary… 
Hopefully by now you have had a chance to read 
your child’s first term summary.  If you have any 
questions about what is in the summary please do not 
hesitate to make a time to talk to your child’s small 
group teacher, or alternatively Sandra… and please 
remember to complete and return the feedback 
sheet.  We take your feedback very seriously and 
value your input.  

Hot lunch… 
As the weather cools down many children prefer a 
warm lunch … while we cannot heat food, if you 
bring hot foods in a thermos we will place them on 
the bench instead of in the fridge and it will still be 
hot at lunch time. 
 
Preschool Closure Day… 
The Governing Council has approved a preschool 
closure day on Tuesday 12th June. The staff team 
will be involved in finalising our Quality Improvement 
Plan and professional development on the Playful 
Literacies and Learning Design and Reflective 
Practice projects members of our staff team are 
involved with this year.  
 
Road Safety School Excursions… 

At the end of the term we will be taking both groups 
to the Road Safety Centre at Thebarton.  At the 
Road Safety Centre the children will learn about road 
and traffic safety in a safe environment. The mock 
roadway helps children to become familiar with: 

 correct road signage 
 pedestrian safety 
 road rules. 

The roadway includes: 
 an intersection with traffic lights 
 pedestrian crossings 
 a roundabout 
 traffic signs. 

Between now and our excursions you may like to 
help your child practice their bike riding skills,  and 
please advise staff prior to our excursion if your 
child has not had experience riding a bike as this will 
help us in our planning for the day.   
  
Technology use at Preschool… 

You would probably have seen the staff using a 
range of technology at preschool, most notably 
cameras and iPads.  The educators use these items 
extensively to record what the children are learning 
and then to convey this information to you via 
learning stories, photo displays and PowerPoint 
presentations.   
But, did you know that we 
also have iPads for the 
children to use?  Our staff 
team base our learning 
program on the premise 
that children learn through 
play – active, hands on 
experiences that allow 
children to investigate, explore and engage in 
purposeful ways.  Using technology is another way 
for children to actively engage in learning 
experiences – be it communicating and interacting 
with each other to work out how to use a new game, 
watching a YouTube clip of the Wanderer caterpillar 
transforming into a chrysalis and then emerging as a 
Monarch butterfly or practicing their mindfulness 
through yoga and listening to relaxation music our 
iPads and interactive screen are important teaching 



and learning tools. As educators we use these tools 
for a purpose and children are closely supervised at 
all times to ensure they are engaging in all areas of 
the learning program.  
 
Reminders 

Fees… 
Fees can be paid in cash or cheque to the preschool. 
You can also pay via EFT, but please be sure to 
include your child’s name with any payment. The 
details are below. 
 

Account name:   Mawson Lakes Preschool 
BSB: 015-142  
Account number:  1076-17107 
 
Lost Property… 
Please check the lost property box as we already 
have a sizable collection of items that need to go 
home.  
 
A message from Mawson Lakes School: 

 
2019 Enrolment Register Timelines- Reception  
If you are permanent resident of the Mawson Lakes 
School Zone and you wish to register your interest 
in enrolling your child for reception in 2019, you will 
need to do this by:  
 

Friday 3rd of August 3pm 
(Week 2, term 3 2018) 

 

Please speak to someone at the school front office 
or visit our school website 
www.mawsonlakes.sa.edu.au  

if you require more information.  
 

All applications will be notified of the outcome by 
Monday 13th August via an email. 

 
A message from Parafield Gardens Uniting Church 
English Classes are now running at Parafield 
Gardens Uniting Church!  
 

3 Shepherdson Rd, Parafield Gardens 
Friday mornings 9.30am- 11.30am 

 

Come along to learn   practical 
skills and how to talk to people. 
Childcare is provided 
 

Contact Karen on 0434 951 238 
for details                    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet your teachers… 
During the term in our newsletters we have 
introduced our team to you … here are some more 
teachers to meet! 
 

 

Corey Battersby – Teacher 
My name is Corey Battersby and it’s my 
first year as a teacher! I love anything to 
do with being outside and love watching 
and playing all sports! I play the drums 
and I play footy for the Henley Sharks 
Football Club! I love spending time with 
my family. My Mum’s name is Sue and she 
works at a gym, my Dad’s name is Allan 
and he is a firefighter! I have an older 
brother Jackson and a younger sister 
called Holly.  
 

 

Kimberly Buck – Teacher 
My name is Kimberly and I commenced my 
teaching career this year at Mawson 
Lakes Preschool. I completed my degree 
at the end of last year. 
I have been working in the Early 
Childhood sector for over 10 years and 
absolutely love what I do.  
I am thoroughly enjoying my time here at 
Mawson Lakes Preschool and look 
forward to continuing this journey with 
your children.   
 

 

Nasima Aziz – Bilingual support 
My name is Nasima Rahman Aziz. I’ve 
been a part of the Mawson Lakes 
preschool family for the last 3 years, 
mostly giving bilingual support to the 
children who have come from 
Bangladesh. I love to work here with all 
my cooperative and supportive 
colleagues. I migrated to Australia over 9 
years ago from Bangladesh with my 
husband and two children. I love working 
with the children of the preschool and 
ensuring that they feel comfortable and 
safe. I’m very interested in learning and 
teaching about different cultures. I look 
forward to working with the children and 
their families in the future.  
 

 

Priya Sriram – Bilingual support 
Hi everyone, My name is Priya, I am doing 
Bilingual support this term at Mawson 
Lakes Preschool. I have also been 
working at The Parks Children’s Centre 
for the past 4 years as a Playgroup 
facilitator and Occasional 
care/Preschool support. I really enjoy my 
roles working with different age groups 
of lovely children from diverse 
backgrounds. I am really excited to work 
with Mawson Lakes Preschool’s lovely 
staff and children.  
Namaste. 

http://www.mawsonlakes.sa.edu.au/


 

Pui Truong – Bilingual support 
Hello, my name is Pui Truong. I am a 
Mother of two sons, Jason and Alan. My 
back ground is Cambodian Chinese, my 
first language is Cantonese, I also speak 
Mandarin, Khmer and Vietnamese. I have 
worked at Mawson Lakes Preschool as a 
Bilingual Assistant since 2011 and a BSSO 
at Elizabeth Park Primary school and 
Mawson Lakes Primary school from 
2012. I started work as a Preschool 
Bilingual Assistant in 2010 at Elizabeth 
East Preschool and have continuously 
worked there as an ECW and a Support 
Worker. I enjoy working at Mawson Lakes 
and Elizabeth East Preschool with such 
nice and caring staff, knowing that the 
children who are attending these centres 
are being safe and belonging. I am looking 
forward to working with your child and 
getting to know you during the year. 
 

 

Sneha Daftary – Bilingual support 
My name is Sneha Daftary. I am a bilingual 
support officer working with the children 
whose home language is Gujarati and 
Hindi. It is my pleasure to be working with 
Mawson Lakes Preschool this year.  I 
work every Monday afternoon and I 
enjoy working with children of preschool 
age. 
 

 

Tara Wickham – ECW/Preschool support 
Hi, my name is Tara Wickham. I am a mum 
to two gorgeous children who attended 
Mawson Lakes Preschool last year. I 
have been working with children from 
birth-5years for 25years in childcare and 
preschool settings. My role is as a relief 
Early Childhood Worker and also 
Preschool Support. I look forward to 
working with the children and families this 
year.  
 

 

Sandra Cattel – Director 
Hi Everyone … it has been great getting 
to you and your children. I am originally 
form the northern suburbs growing up in 
nearby Ingle Farm, so have had the 
unique opportunity to watch Mawson 
Lakes grow out of what I knew as 
paddocks for playing in and around!  I 
have been teaching for over 20 years 
and since 2007 I have been privileged to 
be director here at Mawson Lakes. I am 
also fortunate to have a supportive and 
hardworking staff team and we are all 
really looking forward to a fantastic year 
of learning and fun.   
I live at Henley Beach with my partner 
Barry, son Cooper and dog Shadow. 
Angie, my daughter is all grown up and 
lives on her own! When I’m not at 
preschool I enjoy travelling – especially 
overseas, reading, watching old movies 
and going to the footy.    

 

 
 
 


