
 

 

 
Newsletter Term 2 No. 3 
Dates to remember: 
Road Safety School Excursion: Purple Group 
Tuesday 26th June  
Road Safety School Excursion: Green Group 
Thursday 28th June 
Last day of term: Friday 6th July – 2pm finish 
 
Road Safety School Excursions… 

Our road safety school excursions are coming up 
next week.  We are looking forward to a great day… 
and hopefully no rain!  If you haven’t brought back 
your child’s consent form please do so as a matter 
of urgency, as no child will be able to attend without 
a signed consent form.  If your child is not attending 
the excursion, please let Danielle or Paula know.  
On excursion day make sure you are at preschool at 
8.30am.  The bus is scheduled to leave at 9am and 
we cannot wait for latecomers.  
For the day please dress your child appropriately – 
as they will be riding bikes and visiting the nearby 
nature playground jeans and sneakers are 
preferable. Please don’t dress your child in long 
skirts as they can be an entrapment danger when 
riding. Gum boots are not appropriate footwear as 
they are difficult to balance on the pedals. On the 
day please ensure your child has the following 
packed in their backpacks:   
L Bottle of water – with name clearly labelled 
L Healthy fruit or vegetable snack 
L Lunch – please remember no eggs or nuts 
L A hat or beanie 
L Bright clothing – as recommended on the road 

safety DVD 
L Warm jacket 
At the Road Safety Centre the children will learn 
about road and traffic safety. The mock roadway 
helps children to become familiar with: 
L correct road signage 
L pedestrian safety 
L road rules. 
The roadway includes: 
L an intersection with traffic lights 
L pedestrian crossings 
L a roundabout 
L traffic signs. 
On arrival at the Road Safety School we will have 
our snack before splitting into two groups. One 
group will visit the Nature Playground while the other 
group is at the Road Safety Centre, then after lunch 
the groups will swap over. We aim to be back at 
preschool by 3pm. Everyone who nominated to be a 
parent helper is able to come along … parent helpers 
will also need to bring food and drinks as there are 
no food outlets nearby.  

 
 
 

Curriculum News …  
This term the children and educators have been very 
busy! Paula, Margie and Kirsten are involved in an 
inquiry project called ‘Playful Literacies’ and have 
begun to incorporate many of the ideas they have 
seen, including using more visual literacies in the 
outdoor environment; Kirsten has taken on this task 
and turned the gazebo into an interactive reading 
area using the Very Hungry Caterpillar as a stimulus, 
and used pictures and transport themed books out in 
the sandpit.  It has been interesting to see how the 
play has changed in those two areas in response to 
the visual prompts provided. 

Both Margie and Kirsten have 
modelled book making with the 
children and rearranged the writing 
area into a more intimate space for 
the children to use.  They have 
been encouraging the children to be 
authors and illustrators and to 
return to their work more than once 
to add their text or pictures.  
Meanwhile Paula’s focus has been 
to make her literacy groups more 

playful and for the children to be able to have more 
choice in the learning experiences on offer and has 
been busy creating a number of additional resources.  
The children have also continued their interest and 
engagement with nature this term, watching our many 
Wanderer caterpillars go 
through the process of 
metamorphosis and it has been 
exciting to see the looks of 
delight and wonder as the 
children observe the beautiful 
Monarch butterflies emerge. 
Some of the children have 
continued to monitor them when 
released outside, using 
magnifiers to watch them on the 
bushes and keeping the area 
safe.  A few children could even 
tell us if the butterflies were male or female by 
looking at their wings. We have also seen the other 
side of the life cycle as our only frog died earlier this 
term.  This led to conversations about “why did the 
frog die?”, “was it sick?”, “will it come back again?” 
… and now the children are patiently waiting for our 
froglets to turn into frogs. As always,  Sue has a 
dedicated team of ‘worm farmers’, who help her look 
after our wormeries and garden beds and we have 
just recently begun our winter planting.  
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A number of staff attended a Nature 
Play workshop midway through the 
term and came away inspired to 
provide more nature based learning 
experiences at preschool.   
This has included providing more 
natural elements for the children to 
use in their creative and imaginative 
play, regular 
walks within our 

local community and thanks to 
Mawson Lakes School, utilising 
their fantastic Nature Play 
space over on Site West.  It has 
been fantastic to see the 
children engaging in the Nature 
Play space, building, working in 
teams, exploring, asking questions and enjoying being 
outside.  Corey and Kirsten have also taken their 
numeracy groups into the nature play area.  
Since introducing our recycling bins at the beginning 
of the term, the children have become very adept at 
sorting their waste and encouraging each other to 
use the correct bins.  We have already had two loads 
of cans and bottles taken to the recycling centre and 
it has been lovely to see families bringing in their 
recyclable bottles, cans and cartons to help us raise 

funds for charity.  
Within our theme of keeping 
safe, we are continuing with 
teaching the children about 
safe ways to play and interact 
at preschool, and together 
with the children have begun 
introducing the process of 
‘risk assessing’ eg., “if we want 

to use the hammers at preschool – what is the safe 
way to do so?” or “what is the safest way to get to 
the nature play area?” This has also included 
discussions about why we practice invacuations and 
evacuations at preschool - what is an emergency, 
what do the children do in an emergency and what do 
the teachers do?  
In preparation for our 
excursion to the Road 
Safety School the team has 
provided a range of 
transport themed props 
including traffic signals and 
road signs and reinforced 
the message about looking 
and listening carefully when out on our walks.  

 
Take Home Bears…  
Our take home bears have been a huge 
success with the children. They have 
enjoyed taking home the bears and going 
on adventures. Please remember that 
while your child is at preschool the bears 
stay at your house for a rest, to be ready 
for the next adventure.  We are all looking 

forward to seeing what the bears do next! 

Sun protection …  
At our last meeting your Governing Council ratified 
our UV protection and Hot Weather policy.  There 
have been some changes so please take the time to 
read it. The major change is when children are 
expected to wear hats. “From now on children will 
be expected to wear hats that protect their face 
neck and ears i.e legionnaire, broad brimmed or 
bucket hats when the UV rating is above 3. The 
preschool will use a combination of sun protection 
measures for all outdoor activities during terms one, 
three and four, and whenever UV radiation levels 
reach 3 and above at other times.  Staff will access 
the daily sun protection times via the SunSmart app 
or www.myuv.com.au   to assist with implementing 
this policy.  A sign will be displayed on the whiteboard 
at preschool advising of when sun protection 
measures need to be taken.  Children who do not 
have appropriate hats or outdoor clothing will be 
expected to play inside or under the verandah.”  UV 
Protection and Hot Weather Policy 2018 
To ensure your child is always able to access all 
areas of the preschool we would advise packing a 
hat in your child’s bag every day.  

 
Fundraising event coming up: 
What: PJ’s and Pancake Day.  
Why: Raising money for Asthma 
Australia. 
Every winter Asthma Australia 
hosts its PJ Day event held in 
support of the 2.5 million Australians living 
with asthma, many of whom are children. In fact, it’s 
the leading cause of children missing out on their 
schooling. The event was founded in 2009 by 
Montana, a young girl living with asthma. Montana 
spent a lot of time in hospital wearing her PJs and 
she decided she wanted to share some fun and help 
support asthma research with a PJ Day. We are 
incorporating a morning tea including making 
delicious pancakes. If you would like to help make the 
pancakes please see Veronica (green group) or 
Margie (purple group) 
How: It’s pretty simple …  

Green Group – wear your PJ’s to preschool on 
Wednesday July 4th (wk 10 term 2) and please bring 
a gold coin donation.  
Purple Group – wear you PJ’s to preschool on 
Wednesday 25th July (wk 1 term 3) and please bring 
a gold coin donation.  
All money raised will be donated to Asthma Australia. 
Thank you for your support. 
  
Can you help … 
Do you use baby formula? We are looking for 
donations of baby formula tins, as they make great 
musical instruments.  We would love to make some 
drums at preschool.  Any donations would be 
appreciated! 
 
 
 

http://www.myuv.com.au/


Reminders 

Fees… 
All term fees are now overdue.  If you have yet to 
pay your fees please do so before the end of the 
term. Fees can be paid in cash or cheque to the 
preschool. You can also pay via EFT, but please be 
sure to include your child’s name with any payment. 
The details are below. 
 

Account name:   Mawson Lakes Preschool 
BSB: 015-142  
Account number:  1076-17107 
 
Lost Property… 
Please check the lost property box as we have lots 
of items waiting to go home!  Anything left at the end 
of the term will be donated to charity 
 
Borrowing Library … 
Our borrowing library is now closed for our end of 
term stock take. Could you please return all your 
borrowed books and remember to check the books 
off your child’s borrowing sheet.  Any lost books will 
incur a fee of $15.00 
 
School transitions …  
Our feeder schools are beginning to organise their 
transition programs.  Please ensure you have 
enrolled in your school of choice to be included.  If 
your child is commencing school prior to the end of 
the year (eg next term), please let us know asap. 
 
A message from Mawson Lakes School:  

  
2019 Enrolment Register Timelines- Reception  
If you are permanent resident of the Mawson Lakes 
School Zone and you wish to register your interest 
in enrolling your child for reception in 2019, you will 
need to do this by:  
 

Friday 3rd of August 3pm 
(Week 2, term 3 2018) 

 

Please speak to someone at the school front office 
or visit our school website 
www.mawsonlakes.sa.edu.au  

if you require more information.  
 

All applications will be notified of the outcome by 
Monday 13th August via an email. 
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