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By Eileen Browne  

Handa’s Surprise is a story about a little girl, Handa taking a basket of fruit to her friend, 

Akeyo.  As Handa walks to her friend Akeyo’s village, different animals take fruit out of 

Handa’s basket (without Handa knowing).  When Handa arrives at her friend, Akeyo’s village she is 

SURPRISED to see that there is different fruit in her basket. 

The following is a link to the story being read:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQInlw5Y0oQ&feature=youtu.be 

After you have watched / read the story you could re-visit the story with your child 

by: 

 Watching / reading  the story again and talking about what is happening in the 

pictures / story, asking your child  some questions about the story, for example: 

 

- “Let’s count the fruit in Handa’s basket” (e.g. “1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7.  Handa put 7 delicious 

fruits in her basket”). 

 

- “What fruit did Handa put in her basket?” (Point to the fruit & ask your child to name 

the fruit or point to the fruit and tell your child what the fruit is). 

 

- “Where is Handa carrying her basket?” talk about Handa balancing her basket 

on her head. 

 

- As each animal takes the fruit point to the picture and ask what the animal is 

doing (e.g. “what is the monkey doing?”, “what is the elephant taking?”). 

 

- Talk about Handa not being able to see the animals and not knowing that an 

animal has taken some fruit out of the basket (e.g. “Handa can’t see the monkey, she 

doesn’t know the monkey has taken the banana out of the basket”  or  “Can Handa see 

the zebra?”, “do you think Handa knows the zebra has taken the orange?”). 

 

- Talk about the basket being full and later in the story the basket being empty.  

Talk about why the basket is empty (i.e. because the animals have taken all of the 

fruit). 

 

- When the goat breaks the rope and runs into the tree talk about what is 

happening in the pictures (e.g. ‘”Look the goat is pulling on the rope and the rope 

broke.  The goat ran into the tangerine tree and all of the tangerines fell into Handa’s 

basket” or “what happened when the goat ran into the tree?”, “what is in Handa’s basket 

now?”, “how did the tangerines get into Handa’s basket?”). 

 

 As you watch / read the story again you could use animal & fruit pictures to act out / 

retell the story with your child.  Have the animals take the fruit in the same order as 

the story. See attached for pictures. Alternatively you could print a copy of the story 

picture props from www.kizclub.com 

 

Fruit: http://www.kizclub.com/storypatterns/Handa/Handa(C).pdf 

Animals: http://www.kizclub.com/storypatterns/Handa/Handa1(C).pdf 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQInlw5Y0oQ&feature=youtu.be
http://www.kizclub.com/
http://www.kizclub.com/storypatterns/Handa/Handa(C).pdf
http://www.kizclub.com/storypatterns/Handa/Handa1(C).pdf
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 Watch the story again, turn the volume off and ask your child to retell the story in their 

own words. 

Talk about the “interesting” words in the story. For example: balancing, delicious, 

surprise, hut, village:  Tell your child what a word means and demonstrate / show your 

child what the word means.  For example: 

- Balancing: talk about how Handa is balancing her basket.  Talk about what 

balancing means (e.g. “Balancing means to keep something still and for it not to fall over”).  You 

could do some ‘balancing’ with your child by standing of one leg, balancing an 

object like a book on one hand, walking along a line with one foot in front of 

another. Use the word ‘balancing’ to describe what you are doing. 

 

- Delicious: talk about Handa putting 7 delicious fruits in her basket.  Talk about 

what delicious means (e.g. “delicious means something tastes or smells really good”).  You 

could talk about different foods you and your child like and use the word 

delicious (e.g. “I like juicy oranges. They taste really nice, they are delicious”). 

 

- Surprise: talk about Handa having a “SURPRISE” when she sees that there is 

different fruit in the basket when she gives the basket to her friend.  Talk about 

what a ‘surprise’ is (e.g. “we might feel surprised when we don’t know what is going to happen or 

when we don’t know about something”, “we can get a surprise when we unwrap a present because 

we don’t know what is in the present”, “Handa didn’t see the animals take the fruit out of her basket.  

She didn’t know the animals were taking the fruit out of her basket so she was surprised when she saw 

different fruit in her basket”). 

Syllable Awareness: talk about the different animals & food you can see in the book & 

clap out the syllables (‘beats’) in each word with your child.  For example:  ‘goat’, ‘mon-key’, ‘e-le-

phant’, ‘pine-a-pple’, ‘a-vo-ca-do’,  ba-na-na’). 

Describing: Describe the animals in the story with your child (e.g. ‘the elephant is grey, 

has a long trunk, big ears & tusks).  You could use the attached “Animal Describing 

Chart” to describe the animals with your child.  

You could also play a ‘guess who’ game with your child.  Take turns to describe the 

animals and guess what the animals are (e.g. “this animal lives in the zoo or jungle.  It is 

big & grey.  It has 4 legs, a long trunk, big ears & a tail.  It can walk & run.  It makes a trumpeting sound.  

What is it?). 

Animal Vocabulary Matching game:  Use the attached Animal Vocabulary pictures to 

play a memory matching card game: 

 

 Take turns with your child to turn over & match the pictures.  Name the animals (e.g. “it’s 

a gorilla”).  Talk about the animals features (e.g. ‘the giraffe has a long neck & long legs’). 

 Ask your child to name the pictures as they have a turn (e.g. ‘what is this?’, ‘is it a giraffe or 

a zebra?’). 

 Name 1 picture at a time with your child and clap out the beats / syllables in the word 

(e.g. “flamingo has 3 beats: fla-min-go”). 
 

You could repeat this with the small ‘fruit pictures’. 
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Sing the following songs with your child: 
 

- 5 elephants balancing. 

- 5 monkeys swinging in the tree. 

 

 

Here is one more link to watch an animated video of the Handa’s Surprise Story: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocnRQi89nK8&feature=youtu.be 

 
As you watch this video you can pause the story and talk about what is happening just like you did with 

the book reading video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocnRQi89nK8&feature=youtu.be

