
 

 
Syllable Game Ideas to play at home 

 
One of the early literacy skills that we learn at 
Preschool is breaking words into syllables or beats. For 
example banana can be broken up into 3 parts ba-na-na. 
The aim is to say the word as you break it up into the 
syllables or beats. At Preschool we often get the 
children to clap out the syllables in words, but you can 
also hop, jump, or stomp out the syllables. 
 
You can use the syllable cards provided to play a variety 

of games with your child. 
 

 
 
Use these number cards 
with your child so they can  
sort out the syllable cards, 
based on the number of 
claps/beats in the word. 
 
 

 
 
 
You have been provided 
with a variety of picture 
cards that have, one, 
two, three or four 
syllables. We have also 
provided a blank sheet 
that you can use to make 
up your own syllable 
cards of maybe your 
child’s favourite toys. 
 
 
 



 

 
Syllable Game Ideas 

 

 Encourage your child to place the number cards 
around a room in your home or outside. Then you 
hide the syllable cards and your child has to go and 
find them. When they find a card encourage your 
child to name the picture and then clap out the 
syllables in the word. Once they have worked out how 
many syllables they then have to place it on the 
corresponding number card. 
 

 Place each number card in a bowl or on a plate. Place 
all the picture syllable cards in a pillow case and 
encourage your child to put their hand in the pillow 
case and pull out a card. Then they need to clap out 
the syllables in the word and place it on the 
corresponding number card. 

 

 With your child you can play a variation of “Whats 
the time Mr Wolf?” and instead of using time you can 
say “what’s the word Mr Wolf?” You encourage your 
child to say “What’s the word Mr Wolf?” and you say 
a word, you can use the syllable card words or a 
word of your own choice and then encourage your 
child to step out the syllables in the word. 

 

 Choose an action for your child to do such as 
jumping, hopping, star jumps or stomping. You can 
pick out a syllable card and demonstrate how to do 
the same number of actions as there are syllables in 
the word. For example, if the chosen action is 
jumping and the chosen word is bicycle the child 
would do three jumps as they say the word bicycle. 

 
Please let us know if you invent any other syllable 

    games to play with your child. We would love  
    to share with our families. 

 



 

 
 


